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Don’t Miss It! January 20th!
The 8th annual Winter Bluegrass Jubilee will be held
on January 20th, 2018, at Pickens High School. This
event is a one day indoor music festival featuring
traditional music, Appalachian heritage and music
workshops, bluegrass and old-time jamming,
vendors of all varieties, and great food. This year
promises to be better than ever with a second stage,
partnerships with school and university based music
programs, an expanded vendor area, and more
choices of belly warming southern vittles!
A great line-up of bands including headliner Flatt Lonesome.

Keeping the Arts Alive
By Samantha Morgan
Each year, the South Carolina Arts Commission honors a few artists with the Traditional Arts
Apprenticeship. The apprenticeship allows the apprentice to work with a master artist to
further their knowledge of the art. This program is a wonderful opportunity to help keep
traditional arts thriving for generations to come.
In January of 2017, Betty McDaniel contacted me to tell me about this opportunity. In order
for me to apply for the apprenticeship, I had to choose someone to be my Master Artist. It
was no difficult decision to make. I contacted Kristen Scott Benson and she was more than
happy to work with me. We both went through an interview process and soon found out that
we were accepted into the program.
Kristen has been an amazing teacher and a great mentor. Seeing her as a professional
musician, a teacher, a mother, and a wife is inspiring. I hope that someday I can be a mentor
to someone in the same way that she has mentored me. I hope that I will be able to pass on knowledge the way she
does and keep this art growing and thriving. With this apprenticeship, I hope to grow in my knowledge of all things
banjo and bluegrass. I can’t thank God enough for the people that He has put in my life, the opportunities He has
blessed me with, and the love He shows me every day.
We are fortunate to be able to have Kristin and Samantha Morgan lead a banjo workshop during the afternoon sessions
of the Winter Bluegrass Jubilee this year. Samantha is a YAM Alumni from our original group of YAMs at Holly Springs
in 2008. She taught banjo lessons for the YAMs for several years and is now a student at North Greenville University. As
part of Samantha’s apprenticeship, Samantha and Kristin will conduct a banjo workshop at the Jubilee with details to be
announced soon. We welcome all interested persons to come be part of this inspiring student and teacher’s workshop.
Remember, we have a secure instrument storage room for your use.

Jim Rollins
Tribute to Take
Place at the
Winter Jubilee
Many of you knew Jim Rollins, banjo player of West End
String Band and quite an advocate for our YAM program.
This past fall Jim was tragically killed in an auto accident;
in lieu of flowers the family asked that donations be
given to the YAM program. Many children will receive
scholarship money because of this kind gesture and we’d
like to do a tribute for Jim at our Winter Bluegrass Jubilee,
January 20. Kristen Scott Benson—banjo player with
the Grascals, 7-time IBMA Banjo Player of the Year, and
good friend of Jim’s--will lead a group of banjo players
in this tribute. Banjo players of all ages, from beginner
to professional, are welcomed to play on stage at 3:45
a couple of songs that are favorites. Please meet for a
short practice at 2:30…place to be determined. More
information will be at the ticket desk on the 20th.

YAM CAMP
Moves To a New
Location in 2018
This year’s YAM CAMP will take place the week of
July 16, 2018. We are excited to announce that we
will be moving the camp to a new location this year.
The new venue will be the Holly Springs Center
which is in the old Holly Springs Elementary School
building. The reason for the move is to have more
of a “camp” atmosphere and because we will have
easier access to our traditional artists. We would
like to thank the city of Pickens and the folks at
the Pickens Recreation Center for all that they did
to accommodate us in years past. We will still be
having the end of camp concert at the Amphitheater
and as always are looking forward to that.

New Programs at Oolenoy
Community Center

Teen Jam

Oolenoy will be hosting a teen jam session for all
teenagers who can play some bluegrass and all members
of the Sweet Potato Pie Kids band. The jam will take
place in the big room at the Oolenoy Community Center
from 6:30 to 7:30 every Friday night. These jams will start
on January 26. It’s free but an adult should accompany
younger teens. An older, experienced teen will be
leading the jam each week.

Save the Date!

Kidsfest
March 17, 2018
At Hagood Mill

Focus on Schools

Also starting Friday, February 2, we’ll focus on 1-2 schools
each week at Oolenoy. These jams will be 7:30 to 8:00 or
8:15. These schools will sit, jam style, in a circle and play
a few songs for the Oolenoy folks. Afterwards they can
join another jam session, just listen, etc. The schedule is
as follows:

February 2 - Pickens Elementary
February 9 - Hagood Elementary and
Ambler Elementary
February 16 - Pickens Middle and YLA
February 23 - Liberty Elementary and Chastain Road
Elementary
March 2 - Dacusville Elementary and Middle
March 9 - Six Mile Elementary
March 16 - Gettys Middle and Evening Music
Programs

10th Year Anniversary
Celebration This Summer
In January of 2007, Betty and Ed McDaniel, and Norma and Dan Hendricks made a trip to Sparta, NC to
visit Helen White, who was the founder of the JAM (Junior Appalachian Musicians) program. After talking
with Helen and observing some other similar programs, it was decided they would model a program
after JAM for the Pickens area and call it YAM (Young Appalachian Musicians). They started the first
after-school program at Holly Springs Elementary in January 2008 with 32 children enrolled. Some of
the first instructors were Dan and Norma Hendricks, Lewis Crowe, and Al Osteen. The non-profit, POSAM
(Preserving Our Southern Appalachian Music) was formed in July 2008. There will be a reunion/celebration
this summer so be on the lookout for more information and plan to attend. Come help us celebrate the
anniversary of a program that has affected so many young lives through the years.

SPPK Update

Support the Young Appalachian
Musicians Program By Joining

YESIYAM 2018

YESIYAM is a booster club dedicated to
promoting community interest and cultivating
support for the Young Appalachian Musicians
program. At a time when many school systems
are cutting programs, YAM is reconnecting
children with their musical heritage by teaching
them to play in the traditional way of the
Southern Appalachians, by ear. The program
has experienced phenomenal growth and your
contribution will help ensure the continuity of
the excellent instruction the children have come
to expect.

The Sweet Potato Pie Kids are fresh off their news
spot on Scene on 7 with Jamarcus Gaston. Be
sure to catch them at their upcoming gigs!
January 20 - Winter Bluegrass Jubilee
March 17 - Kidsfest at Hagood Mill
April 7 - Imagine Upstate Festival
April 26 - Blue Ridge Co-op Annual Meeting
April 28 - Central Railroad Festival

•
•
•
•
•
•

Instrument Sponsor $100
After School Sponsor $250
Student Sponsor $500
Class Sponsor $1,200
School Sponsor $3,000
Organizational Sponsor $5,000

For more information about the levels of
sponsorship, how the money is used, and the
benefits for the donor, go to yam.upstate.com/
donate. Additional details are also available from
Betty McDaniel at (864) 878-4257 or by emailing
yam.upstate@gmail.com.

792 Holly Springs School Road
Pickens, SC  29671
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